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Winter Planting at Shakespear Open Sanctuary is mostly 
complete:- 16 June, 18 June, 9 July & 21st July.  
 
A big thank you to all who took part. We couldn’t have done it without 
all the volunteers. 
 
The winter planting in the Shakespear Open Sanctuary has been a great success this 
year.  8,000 native trees have been planted on the hills overlooking Tiri Tiri Matangi 
Island and over 3,000 native grasses have been planted in the dunes at Te Haruhi Bay. 
 
Thanks to the work of Margaret Chappell and the nursery team all the plants were in 
excellent condition for transfer to the open ground.  The plants included Manuka, 
Kanuka, Cabbage Tree, Flax, Puriri, Kowhai, Karaka, Taraire and in the dunes Spinifex.  
 
The Sossi and park 
volunteers and rangers 
worked together to prepare 
for the planting which 
involved laying out all the 
plants on the steep slopes 
and providing all the facilities 
for the convenience of 
planters – spades, toilets, 
tents, a barbeque lunch and a 
selection of fruits, biscuits, 
hot drinks, soup etc.    
 
The 16 June planting was 
adversely affected by the 
weather and the planting site 
was directly exposed to a 
southeasterly gale and 

Ranger Phil and volunteers planting trees- photo A. Parker 
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persistent rain.  However 40 planters turned up and planted 2,000 trees in spite of getting 
cold, soaked and muddy.  The remaining 1,000 trees scheduled for June were planted in 
fine weather on the following Tuesday by the regular volunteers. 
 
Fine weather blessed the public planting in July and 160 people turned up including 
scouts, family groups and first time planters who all had a good time planting, enjoying 
the magnificent views of the Hauraki Gulf and an excellent barbeque lunch. 
 
On 9 July, 5 classes of students from Gulf Harbour school planted 2,500 Spinifex grass 
plants in the dunes.  The planting covered the whole of the beach, every one enjoyed 
themselves and the students had a good physical workout.  Our volunteers provided 
trays of sausages for lunch and energy levels were soon restored ready for the walk back 
to school.   
 
The dune planting is a part of a larger project to restore the dunes and improve the 
habitat for the native skinks and shore birds that live there.  
 
Allan Parker 

 

Stop Press- Just arrived. 
 The Sossi committee received a grant  
from the  ASB community Trust to provide 
suitable clothing for Health and Safety 
purposes for Sossi members  who 
volunteer regularly  in the park. These 
include shady hats and High Vis Jackets.  
 
There will also be Polo shirts, all with the 
Sossi Logo which we hope will assist in 
promoting the  Sanctuary to the wider 
community.   
Here is our treasurer Brian modeling the 
first batch to arrive 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer planters on July 31st planting  day Pupils from Gulf Harbour school planting in the dunes 
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SOSSI AGM was held on Tuesday 25th June 2013 and at this time Allan Parker 
stepped down as the chairperson and has been replaced by Peter Jackson 
 
Interview with the retiring Chairman of SOSSI 
 
Last week Allan Parker stood down as Chairman of SOSSI, having overseen the Society 
and the Sanctuary since their inception 10 years ago.   Along with Jean Bell (who died 
last year) he was also awarded a Community Volunteers Award 2013 by the Hibiscus 
and Bays Local Board of the Auckland 
Council. 
 
Matt Maitland, Open Sanctuary 
Coordinator for Auckland Council, has 
worked closely with Allan   and says:  
“Allan has been an exceptionally strong 
community leader. Auckland Council 
and SOSSI enjoy a strong relationship 
focused on the shared development of 
the open sanctuary and the return of 
native wildlife to this special place. As 
Chair, Allan has led SOSSI in this 
partnership through three distinct 
phases; from lobbying council, to 
fundraising and now into the operational 
stage with the return of missing species 
now within our grasp.”  
 
As an 11-year-old Allan started a bird 
watching club with his friends, the start 
of a life-long interest in nature.  He grew up in rural England where he had freedom to 
roam on unspoiled estates, so it is no surprise that he is now living next to our beautiful 
regional park.  
 
His cue to action over the Sanctuary was the decision by the Rodney County Council to 
site the sewage plant for the whole Hibiscus Coast next to the park.  While this caused 
local dismay it also led Allan to discover that the ARC was thinking of establishing an 
open sanctuary at Shakespear.  He and Jean Bell promptly made representations to the 
ARC to establish a community group in support of the idea.   
 
The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with ARC gave SOSSI the authority and 
credibility to work with other interested parties and with ARC staff.  It then took about two 
years for all the options for a fence to be explored before the current route was decided, 
with the active support of the Navy to include defence land within the sanctuary.  SOSSI 
had to contribute $500,000 toward the fence, for which serious fund-raising began in 
2008.  The idea of a sanctuary excited the local community and enjoyed strong interest 
from media and so the “Purchase a Post” appeal worked very well, but most of the 
funding was raised by SOSSI through grants.  At the same time SOSSI was promoting 
the idea locally and building volunteer support for all of the ongoing work such as fence-
checking, trapping and raising plants. 
 
But Allan feels that the most challenging part was yet to come – obtaining a resource 
consent for the aerial bait drop.  Publication of the consent application drew opposition 
from far and wide.  However SOSSI had previously shared the pest removal process 
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publicly through its newsletters and numerous presentations, and without encountering 
significant local opposition.  With hindsight, Allan thinks that was  a crucial contribution to 
the consent process. 
 
Now, 10 years on,  Allan feels that everything he hoped for has come to pass.  We have 
a fence, enthusiastic volunteers, good community support and a good relationship with 
the Auckland Council - all the components of a working open sanctuary.   Allan would 
now like to see the sanctuary idea spreading beyond the fence, with local residents 
encouraging birds in their own gardens.  To that end he wants now to change his own 
role and work with schools and others on education about the sanctuary.  And maybe 
have a holiday.                                                                           Peter Jackson 
 

Introducing our new Chairman 
 
Peter Jackson Is our new SOSSI chairman.  A couple of years ago Peter and his wife 
moved back to Auckland after 7 years in Christchurch and found themselves a house 
with a great view over Shakespear Park.   He soon signed up for a trapline and the 
SOSSI committee.   

 
Peter was previously the Pro-
Vice-Chancellor for the College 
of Engineering at the University 
of Canterbury but spent most of 
his working life teaching 
engineering at the University of 
Auckland.   After retiring in 
Christchurch he became a 
Council member for North 
Canterbury Fish and Game, 
and through that wound up 
chairing one of the broadly-
based committees trying to 
resolve how to allocate water in 
the Canterbury region.  He 
says he has a passion for clean 
water and has had to give up 
trout fishing but now has a 
model racing yacht (or two) 
instead.  He also likes 

gardening and dancing tango. 
 
Peter is intrigued by the idea of a public park, a farm and a sanctuary all working together 
on one site.  He'd like to see Shakespear more widely known and used and is looking 
forward to helping SOSSI to play a key role in this. 
 

Recent Bird Sightings in the park. 
 
 Before the application of Brodificoum to  kill the rats in the Park , ten Pateke were 
captured and translocated to Tawharanui Regional Park. The intention was that Pateke 
would be re established in the park when it was felt to be safe to do so. 
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It is great to report that at least two pateke have spontaneously come to the park and are 
being seen by visitors more often. They have been seen on the pond at the base of 
Waterfall Gully as well as within the Tank trap outside the Sanctuary. Have you been 
able to spot them? 

Kakariki ( Red crowned parakeet) are  also being seen and more often  heard.  
The adjacent photo shows a pair which frequents the Community ranger’s house. One of 
these birds looks very scruffy, indicating it is may have a disease.  
If you see any kakariki looking like this please let us know by contacting 
Matt.Maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz  
 
WHAT A TREASURE - OKOROMAI BAY! 
 
Pack up your cup of tea, or fish and chips and go and sit at OKOROMAI BAY 
approximately 2hours before high tide. 
You will be treated to a wonderful array of “Shorebirds” within a few meters. 
Dotterels, Pied Stilts, Herons, Variable Oyster Catchers and the most amazing number of 
Kingfishers to name a few. 
 
Recently, watching the bay, observing the number of Northern New Zealand Dotterel that 
have been using it as a winter feeding ground, we noticed a Dotterel with a black chest 
stripe. 

Kakariki on Ranger's lawn. One with feather disease  Pair of Pateke at Waterfall Gully pond. 

Photo L.Presling 

 

NZ Banded Dotterel. Photo A. Parker  NZ Dotterel. Photo J Velvin 
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On Sunday we were fortunate in having the Bay scoped by an experienced Dotterel 
watcher and she observed the following: 
 
Northern New Zealand Dotterel – 14 Banded Dotterel – 9 -Very very exciting. 
 
 The New Zealand Dotterel we observed are feeding at Okoromai during low tides and 
return at high tide to any number of locations.-Stillwater, Albany. Te Haruhi, Off Shore 
Islands. 
 
DOTTERELS AT TE HARUHI. 
We were fortunate in having a very successful breeding season last summer with 9 
chicks fledged, due largely to the protection of the Pest Proof Fence. Our nesting season 
is about to start again so have our fingers crossed. 
 
We will again be erecting fences to protect the nest areas. 
I have a very gentle request….PLEASE GIVE THE BIRDS SPACE ON THE BEACH 
AND DO NOT ENTER THE FENCED OFF AREAS. 
Two good reasons; 

• Not to disturb the birds – we had two nests abandoned last season. 
• Your location at the nest may be observed – we had eggs disappear last season. 

Jan Velvin 
 
(Ed. Have you used the website http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/ you can find out more 
about the habits of Banded Dotterels in New Zealand here) 
 

TUESDAY VOLUNTEERS work and NURSERY Update 
 
Tuesday Volunteers 
 
The Tuesday Volunteers have continued with a variety of tasks needed to help with the 
upkeep of the park, from cleaning out the sheep yards to planting trees. Other jobs 
completed recently include the following: 
The Waterfall Gully track upgrade which  is progressing well; completion of seed 
collection; replenishing the trigene and brochure stations; fault finding of the electric 
fence; nursery work; fence repairs; and planting. 

 
On Tuesday 9 July we 
had a sand dune 
planting with 5 classes 
from Gulf Harbour 
School planting Spinifex 
with the assistance of 
Jan Velvin, (sand dune 
recovery team leader), 
and the ladies from the 
nursery. We all enjoyed 
our beach “office” for the 
day with the weather 
perfect and the tide in. 
This was followed by a 
BBQ lunch – the whole 

New Railings on stairs of Waterfall Gully track. Photo A. Wesley 
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day thoroughly enjoyed by the children. 
 
On Tuesday 16 July the remainder of the Spinifex was planted by the Tuesday 
Volunteers giving us 3700 Spinifex in the ground.  
 
Plants left over from the first public planting, (16 June), were planted on the second 
public planting day 21 July. When all planting is completed we will have achieved 
planting 12 000 plants into the park this season. 
 
The Defence Force offered us the services of their LSV’s (Limited Service Volunteers) – 
two groups of 40 for 2 hours. They helped with getting rid of invasive weeds in the 
wetland behind the camp ground area and have moved on to removing an invasive bulb 
from the sand dunes. 
 
As a real bonus we are now being treated to the wonderful sight of wee lambs appearing 
in the paddocks and running about full of the joys of spring. 
 
Nursery 
 
The Nursery team has collected seed and learned about seed cleaning / preparation and 
has laid a number of seed trays. We are gaining considerable pleasure from seeing our 
seed germinate and come up. We have also had success with the growing of 
Muehlenbeckia from cuttings and have 450 plants ready for planting into the dunes to 
help provide habitat for skinks. 
 
I have been in contact with the Botanic Gardens (BG) today and they have 30 
(approx.)trays of tubed up seedlings ready to come to us for bagging up and growing on 
so our annual growing programme is about to begin again. 
 

Margaret Chappell - Nursery Manager SOSSI  
                                                                          

 
Whangaparaoa Military Training Area: 
Then and Now 
Part of the Shakespear sanctuary although not 
open to the public. 
 
This booklet was commissioned by the  New 
Zealand Defence Force and details the history of 
the involvement of the Defence force in the 
Whangaparaoa Peninsula. It includes many 
aerial views of the site taken from the time of 
WW II until the present day.  The history includes 
the human settlement pre World War II, the 
building of defence capability at Whangaparaoa 
between 1939 and 1945, and the changes to the 
site since the end WW II. 
 
I was particularly interested in the 1942 aerial 
view of the WMTA  which demonstrates the 
extent of the native vegetation on the site at that 
time . This clearly shows the bush of Waterfall 
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Gully, Kowhai Glen and the defense force area previously described as the NAD area. 
The book is available for viewing at the Park Office, and at many local Public Libraries. 

 

Recent rat incursion, volunteer trappers step up to the challenge. 

Animal pest incursions are an ever present risk, particularly at a site with an open ended 
peninsula fence and high public visitation. The open sanctuary was developed with this 
known risk in mind. Experience shows that invader pests can be managed to low levels, 
with consequent harm to the wildlife values of the site being minimal. There has been a 
significant incursion of Norway rats inside the Sanctuary in the last few months.   
Following the capture of an adult rat near the campground at the end of May, a series of 
juveniles was caught there and in the swampy gully nearby and toward Pink Beach.  A 
standard pest incursion response was implemented, with initial response was to ramp up 
the density and checking of traps and tracking tunnels in this area, resulting in a total 
catch of 11 in June.  

However, when carcasses and new tracks were found farther afield it was decided that 
the incursion response needed to escalate and every trap and tunnel in the entire 
sanctuary should be serviced every week, first ensuring that each was stable, clear of 
vegetation and working properly.  A call went out for the regular trappers to help out and 
for new trappers to come forward, and some full-time trappers were employed as well.  

While this found a few rats over a still wider area, some in areas of known activity (near 
the duckpond for example), most further catches have been in the Pink 
Beach/Campground swamp area.  Cameras installed there showed that there was still 
some activity there at the middle of July,  

The capture of juvenile animals suggests that breeding has occurred inside, though it is 
possible that pregnant female(s) made their way in.  To shed some light on this all of the 
rat captures will have their tail tips DNA tested to determine relatedness between 
individuals.  Evidently the rats resident in the Whangaparaoa area have a distinctive DNA 
so the testing will also show whether these caught inside are locals, possibly coming in 
around the fence, or whether they caught a ride in from further afield.  

The good news is that catch and print activity has dropped away in the last two weeks 
and winter is on our side as these animals should not be breeding until spring.  The trap 
and tunnel returns the last two weeks were all negative (i.e. no rats!) so rangers are 
optimistic that we can win out and continue to provide a safe haven for native wildlife..   

You can help by always checking vehicles and gear for stowaway pests before visiting 
the park, telling your friends and family about these precautions to keep Shakespear pest 
free, and reporting any suspected pest activity immediately. 

Open Sanctuary Coordinator Update 
 

It was lovely to catch up with many SOSSI members and volunteers while planting trees 
for wildlife habitat this winter. Two very contrasting days, one showing the stoicism of 
volunteers in the foulest of weather, the second showing the true glory of Shakespear 
perched on the edge of the sparkling Hauraki Gulf and the happy people who come to 
work hard to enhance it. Thank you to nursery and planting volunteers who make this 
possible, the birds and lizards will thank you. 

A major draw on my time these last few months has been coordinating the response 
against breeding Norway rats found inside the sanctuary. Such events are not altogether 
surprises, we came into this with our eyes wide open that pests can and will reinvade and 
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our core task is to detect and remove these before any real harm occurs, see article in 
this newsletter. Again here I give a huge thank you to all the regular and new trapper 
volunteers who have stepped up, allowing us to contain this risk and provide the 
confidence that we will beat them. 

Several student researchers are busy at Shakespear, taking advantage of what an easily 
accessible pest free site can offer. One study looking at natural revegetation of retired 
and rank pasture has shown that seed dispersal in to these open areas can be enhanced 
if perches are present, either natural (trees) or artificial (posts), enabling birds places to 
rest and poop after foraging in the nearby forest. Unfortunately this can also benefit non-
native seeds. Another study related to revegetation and regeneration examines the 
presence and role of some of the subsoil processes such as mycorrhizal (fungal) 
associations and what this may mean for trees trying to establish outside of already 
forested areas. Two studies look at landscape connections for bird species, one focusing 
on the movement of kereru around the region and another examining variance in bellbird 
song. 

Biodiversity at Shakespear continues to increase in response to the removal of animal 
pests. This newsletter has notes on pateke, kakariki and dotterels. Other species 
becoming more prevalent include our skink and gecko species, bellbirds, spotless crake 
and banded rail. Plant communities receive a boost too through a project aiming to 
restore the ecology of the Te Haruhi Bay dunes by managing weeds and people impacts 
and replanting of native sand binding dune grasses. Other habitats have received a boost 
form volunteer and contractor led weed control, reducing the influence that non native 
species can have on our special habitat areas. 

Kind regards, 
 
Matt Maitland 
I can be contacted at matt.maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or 09 426 1200 
 

Sanctuaries of New Zealand Annual  Workshop is being held at Shakespear 
Regional Park this year from 19-21 August 2013. 
 This two day event includes a day of scientific papers and on the second afternoon 
guided tours of Shakespear Open Sanctuary. 
 
Scientific speakers at present are – titles still to be finalised 

• John Innes, Landcare Research, Hamilton: introduction to sanctuaries and the day 

• Antonia Nicol, Department of Conservation, Auckland: DOC’s new structure 

• Peter Bellingham, Landcare Research, Lincoln: Monitoring national biodiversity 

• Doug Armstrong, Massey University, Palmerston North: Strategic rat control for 

restoring native bird populations in forest fragments on private land. 

• Robert Hoare, Landcare Research, Tamaki, Auckland: NZ butterflies and moths 

• Al Glen, Landcare Research, Lincoln: Sanctuaries and landscape pest 

management 

• Andrew Gormley, Landcare Research, Lincoln: One-off eradication of ship rats 

and possums 

• Shane Wright, Dept Biological Sciences, Auckland University: A successional 

approach to revegetation on Motutapu island. 

This is a great opportunity for Sossi Members to hear reputable speakers and meet other folk who are 
working in other Sanctuaries in New Zealand.  
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Further information can be obtained here 
http://www.sanctuariesnz.org/meetings/SONZWorkshop2013.asp 

 

Subscriptions for 2013 year 
Many of you have already paid but we are hoping all members will 
renew their membership-  
 
 Contact us if you are not sure whether you are  up to date with your membership 
 
The subscriptions for membership of the Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society Inc. are 
now due for the year ended 31 March 2014. The cost is unchanged at $10 for an 
individual or $20 for a family, which entitles you to quarterly newsletters and the 
knowledge that your money is supporting a sanctuary for New Zealand wildlife just 40km 
drive in your car from Auckland’s CBD. As the Society does NOT pay wages or 
honorariums, all money received is used to help native wildlife.  
 
You can renew your membership by visiting this website: 
 http://www.sossi.org.nz/about-member or posting to our address as shown above. 

 
 
 What to do with old gumboots:- All our  volunteers must wear out plenty of pairs 


