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SOSSI  Chairmans report. 

 
 
Hello everyone.  Your committee has been very busy lately so this is an update on 
what we've been up to.  
 
In thinking about growing our 
membership we decided that the first 
aim should be to promote the park and 
the sanctuary rather than SOSSI itself, 
as it seems to us that a surprising 
number of Aucklanders have never 
been to Shakespear.   So this has 
meant updating all of our publicity 
material and trying other ways of 
reaching out. 
 
We've had a big display up in the 
Whangaparaoa library in the last two 
weeks, we're updating our displays at 
the Park office and campground and 
we've re-done our portable display 
which you'll be able to see at the Weiti 
River Festival (Sun 23 February, 10-
2pm) and the Hibiscus & Bays Local 
Board EXPO (Saturday 8 March, 10-
4,Orewa Community Centre).  We're also extending the existing Council display in 
the Old Woolshed with the intention of then leaving this open as a public information 
centre in busy periods.   
 
 
 



Our web presence is also getting attention with regular posts on our facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/SOSSI.NZ ) and a completely new website on its way.  We 
have a grant from the Rodney Environmental Education Fund to revise and reprint 
our SOSSI brochure and we're working on a program for children to complete 
during park visits.  Also, watch out for our advertisements in Hibiscus Matters where 
we'll be highlighting not just native wildlife but also the pest plants which we'd like 
you to target in your own gardens and neighbourhoods. 
 
Longer-term projects are also getting some attention.  We want to build a 
photographic record of the revegetation in the sanctuary, so Alison Wesley has 
identified a number of sites at which she'll take annual photographs and upload 
them to the www.naturespace.org.nz where everyone will be able to see them.  
We're working with the park staff on the re-introduction of kiwi and other forest bird 
species, and we're also looking at a project to attract seabirds to take up residence 
on the headlands. 
 
Finally, we plan to restart “Sunday at Shakespear” days so that volunteers and their 
families can get to help out and meet each other on weekends.  The first one is 
likely to be 27 April so watch out for further information 
 
In addition to all of this, committee members are doing the routine stuff like talks & 
walks for visiting groups and organising fence rosters.  We're always on the lookout 
for more help so if you'd like to assist with any of this or join the committee please 
do let me know.  Kayana Barton has recently joined us - she is a student at 
Whangaparaoa College with an interest in community work and conservation.  
 
Peter Jackson  
(Chair, info@sossi.org.nz) 

 
IT’S BABY SITTING TIME  
 
The Dotterel breeding season so 
far has been a story of twists and 
turns, and a real lesson in how 
adaptable – though often not 
successfull, these wily little birds 
are. 
 
We started off in Oct / Nov.2013 
with great hopes as it looked like 
we were going to have 5 likely 
nest sites on Te Haruhi Beach, 
one in both Rakino Paddock – 
above the Campground and 
Annies Paddock just inside the 
predator fence. 
 
These hopes were shattered by a 
huge storm and swell that climbed the sand dunes and eliminated 1-2m of the dune 
face. (Reported in the last newsletter) 
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The good news at this stage was that there were no eggs laid at that time 
 
We had an uncomfortable couple of weeks wondering what our birds would do now. 
Would they still nest here, if so where, the nesting sites were trashed. ????? 
 
 Very sensibly, they took to the paddocks. 
 Remember last season we had a successful nest in Annie’s Paddock. After what 
seemed to be a very long time, birds and nests started to appear in the paddocks 
and we have had 5 nest sites in the grass. One of these caused much excitement 
as the male bird banded OW/GR had prior to the storm been claiming the same 
nesting area as he had last year on Te Haruhi  Beach. At present we are monitoring 
3 chicks in the paddocks. They should hopefully fledge in a couple of weeks. 
 
Back to the beach. Two pair returned and nested on Te Haruhi. We are at present 
monitoring 3 chicks here. One beach nest again gave us some anxious moments, 
as a very high tide early in January potentially threatened the nest site. An 
enjoyable busy afternoon was spent by volunteers and members of the public filling 
sand bags to 
protect this nest 
and an anxious 
wait for an 
11.30pm tide. 
Fortunately it 
was a beautiful 
night with no 
wind. 
 
The sand 
bagging proved 
to be very 
important as 
without this 
protection the 
sea would have 
taken out this 
nest. 
 
Monitoring work  is most  successful when carried out with shared energy and 
enthusiasm and I would like to thank Jacinta Wooley, Nicola Brady, Marg Chappell, 
Ginny  Quartel, Mike & Robyn   Hughes   and their grandson Josh who found a very 
special nest at the Campground. 
 
Also a BIG thanks to the rangers. 
Thanks 
 
Jan Velvin 
 Co-coordinator Dotterel and Dune Recovery 
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TUESDAY VOLUNTEERS / NURSERY 
 
Tuesday Volunteers 
 
The Tuesday Volunteers have continued their contribution to the upkeep of the park 
with jobs ranging from the Waterfall Gully track upgrade to rolling up their sleeves 
and helping with the lamb weaning and sheep crutching. A group of keen early 
risers were in the sheep yards to lend a hand at 7.00am!! 
 
Other jobs taken on by the Tuesday volunteers include: the building of netting 
frames to stand over the Kowhai plants in the nursery to keep the Kereru from 
completely destroying them – obviously their favourite delicacy! The continual filling 
up of the Trigene and brochure stations to provide for visitors keeping their footwear 
clean of any disease; checking of fences and gates and repairing as required; 
grubbing thistles in the paddocks; and not to forget the big contribution from Dave 
Craddock with the reptile work. Recently a group of volunteers went up to Atiu 
Creek to carry out some tasks there – a great day out! We also managed to get the 
services of the Blues development rugby team to spread sand at the base of the 
predator fence to fill cracks in the ground that pests can use as tunnels into the park 
– a good training exercise for them!!!   
 
The Tuesday volunteers, along with all the other helpers and volunteers working for 
the park, were treated to a wonderful Christmas BBQ put on by the Council Ranger 
staff on the 12th December. Tim Lovegrove, who has a passion for birds and 
wildlife, gave a very interesting talk. A great evening and a wonderful chance to 
catch up with all other volunteers. 
 
The Tuesday volunteers stopped over the Christmas period and will re-commence 
on 5th February 2014. 
   
Nursery 
 
Over the last couple of months the nursery has entered its busy time of year with 
hundreds of tubed seedlings ready for bagging on into PB3’s. This includes some 
thousands of plants raised from seed by the nursery team to supplement those 
being grown by the Botanic Gardens for Shakespear.  
 
The health and quality of our plants meets an excellent standard and is an absolute 
credit to just what volunteers can achieve. A stock take in December revealed that 
we had produced 9123 plants. This, together with the plants being grown at the BG 
for us, (approx. 10,000), gives us a total of approx. 19 000, the majority of which will 
be ready for the public planting days in June / July. The rangers are very 
appreciative of the efforts of our nursery team and we have received many glowing 
comments for the quality of our work. 
 
Over the Christmas break I and some of the”Nursery Ladies” called in regularly to 
check on the nursery and the automated watering system. An all-out effort on 28th 
January saw lots of bagging completed by the team using the tandem trailer as a 
work bench, supplemented by the ladies working from the hopper. The teams got 
quite competitive with each other and lots of fun was had – many thanks to you all! 
 



I would like to sincerely thank all of my “Nursery Ladies”(and the men too) for 
the wonderful job they are all doing. Our nursery is a credit to their dedication 
and caring. 
 
 Margaret Chappell 
 Nursery Manager SOSSI 
 

Preliminary announcement: Planting dates for 2014. 
 
These will be held on Sundays June 15, 22 and July 20 th 2014. With all the plants 
produced this season plenty of volunteers will be needed, so please put these dates 
in your diaries now. Further details will occur in the next newsletter 

 
SHAKESPEAR TRACK REPORT     by Team Leader Roger Land   

The ‘Crack Track Team’ has been busy over 2013 on Volunteer Tuesdays 

achieving great improvements on several tracks. 

Waterfall Gully track upgrades 

are now almost complete with 

some work including drains and 

flumes achieved on the 

Okoromai Track (White Track), 

and a start has been made on 

the Urupa Track (Red) at the 

campground end of Te Haruhi 

Bay. 

The Waterfall Gully Track. The 

team including Bill Williamson, 

Patrick Carrigan, Alan Jane, 

Len Andrews, Don Bull and our 

‘90’ yr old John Hyde, with TL 

Roger Land, have brought the 

WFG Track up to a very high 

standard completing new 

edging (almost all the way), 

replacement steps, plus new 

steps over the puriri root in the 

taraire grove area, 

considerable work done on wet areas to try to eliminate the muddy patches in the 

winter, and also drainage improvements at the bush entry area. 

Of particular note are the installation of 2 new rest/bird-watching seats, plus the 

replacement waterfall seat, and new steps.  We have received many compliments 

on these seats from the public walking the track.  Finally, there was a huge pile of 

Photo R. Land  



metal spread by the 

Kristen School 

children(60) in 

December, putting the 

finishing touches to 

the track. 

The Okoromai track, 

which starts from the 

bush edge at the west 

end of Te Haruhi Bay 

and rises quite 

steeply, provides 

spectacular views of 

the beautiful beach.  

During winter 

considerable rain run-

off caused washouts on the track.  We installed several of our cross-track drain 

flumes which has sorted out the washout problem, but there is more work needed to 

upgrade this track.  This includes edging curves and alignment, weeding, opening 

the entry area and a special viewing seat I have designed for the area scheduled for 

completion 2014. 

The Urupa Track at the campground end of the bay had some upgrades completed, 

with more to be done this summer.  Adding new steps, clearing metal and weeds 

from ‘old’ steps, fixing edging, and removing trip roots had been done just before 

Christmas.  Sadly some vandals smashed the picnic table and some fencing in 

January, throwing the timber over the cliff !  We have repaired this on the first day 

back, Feb 4th. 

Kowhai Glen Track. We will be 

assessing what is needed through 

this beautiful bushblock and will 

make a start on it this year also. 

Maybe some bird watching seats 

too!  

Apart from enhancing tracks with 

attractive curved edging and seats 

etc, drainage is key to maintaining 

a good serviceable track year 

round.  Improving and maintaining 

good drains is a laborious task, 

but is something the ‘Crack Track 

Team’ is well capable of. 

New seat and steps at Waterfall. Photo R. Land  

Photo R. Land  



Enjoy the tracks this year and don’t forget to take the grandkids up to see the glow 

worms after dark around the waterfall and along the stream banks. 

Roger Land Track Team Leader. 

Pingao or Pikao, golden sand sedge (Ficinia spiralis, previously 

Desmoschoenus spiralis) a survivor on Te Haruhi Beach. 

Those of you who walk Te Haruhi Bay 

regularly will have seen the devastation 

which occurred to the beach after a 

spring storm last year. Almost all of the 

spinifex which was planted last season 

was washed away but the Pingao 

planted in previous years survived and 

is again flourishing. 

New Zealand has two native sand 

binding plants, spinifex and Pingao. 

 Much marram, ( Ammophila arenaria) 

a plant native to  European and African 

coasts  has been planted throughout 

NZ’s coastline and as this is a much 

more invasive  plant has tended to  

spread and crowd out our native dune 

vegetation. Indeed marram is felt to be 

the main threat to the existence of 

Pingao throughout New Zealand. 

Pingao used to be widespread but has 

been replaced by on 

almost all beaches of 

NZ .Its threat status in 

New Zealand is 

‘declining’ and it is 

therefore good to see it 

thriving at Te Haruhi. 

The restoration of the 

dunes at Shakespear 

involves the removal of 

Marram and planting of 

the native species such 

as Spinifex and Pingao. 

Pingao has stiff curled 

leaves which are a 

Pingao with seeds. photo A. Wesley  

Pingao at Te Haruhi. photo A. Wesley  



brilliant green when young, golden yellow or on more mature plants a fiery orange. 

In spring it produces flower heads up to 30cm long with dark brown flowers which 

spiral around the stem. 

Pīkao is a taonga or treasure; one of four main native fibres used by iwi for weaving 

and sought after because the dried leaves are a brilliant yellow. It's used extensively 

on tukutuku panels in the wharenui, as well as for making kete (bags), pōtae (hats) 

and whāriki (mats) and many other functional or decorative items.  

Both Pingao and Spinifex will be planted on the dunes this winter at Te Haruhi 

Beach. The accepted final ratio when re - planting is 10% - 20% of Pingao to  

spinifex


